Amyloidosis of the larynx.
Amyloidosis of the larynx is a rare disease, accounting for less than 1% of all benign laryngeal 'tumours'. Three cases of this type of lesion are reported--one of the vocal cord, one of the false vocal cord and one of the subglottis and trachea. In 2 of the patients the amyloidosis was localized, while the third was later found also to have an epipharyngeal solitary plasmacytoma with amyloid deposits and in addition amyloidosis of the nasal cavity. However, the amyloidosis in this patient may still be regarded as being localized, as the clinical examination and laboratory tests afforded no evidence of generalized disease. Amyloidosis of the larynx may be manifested as a localized tumour or as a diffuse infiltration. The symptoms and signs will, of course, depend on the site of the amyloid deposit. When the vocal cords are involved hoarseness may result, and this was the most prominent sign in the present cases. The treatment of laryngeal amyloidosis is primarily by endoscopic excision. Amyloid substance has specific staining properties. The Congo red reaction with a green birefringence in polarized light and Phorwhite BBU using fluorescence microscopy are regarded as the most reliable staining reactions. Electron microscopy has revealed a typical fibrillar structure of amyloid.